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FELINE VACCINATION PROTOCOL 
 

KITTEN  ADULT There is a 3 

year rabies 

vaccine 

available 

for cats, 

talk to your 

veterinarian 

about when 

use of this 

vaccine is 

appropriate. 

 8 Week 12 Week YEARLY 

Distemper, Leukemia, Calici, 

Chlamydia, Rhinotracheitis, 

Panleukopenia 

      

Rabies      

 
How should I introduce my new kitten to its new environment? 
 

A cat is naturally inclined to investigate its new surroundings.  It is suggested that the cat's area of exploration be 

limited initially so that these natural tendencies do not create an unmanageable task.  After confining the cat to one 

room for the first few days, you should slowly allow access to other areas of the home.  

 

What type of playing should I expect from a kitten? 
 

Stimulating play is important during the first week.  Stalking and pouncing are important play behaviors in kittens 

and have an important role in proper muscular development.  If given a sufficient outlet for these behaviors with 

toys, your kitten will be less likely to use family members for these activities.  The best toys are lightweight and 

movable.  These include wads of paper, small balls, and string or ribbon.  Kittens should always be supervised when 

playing with string or ribbons to avoid swallowing them.  Any other toy that is small enough to be swallowed should 

also be avoided.   

 

Can I discipline a kitten? 
 

Disciplining a young kitten may be necessary if its behavior threatens people or property, but harsh punishment 

should be avoided.  Hand clapping and using shaker cans or horns can be intimidating enough to inhibit undesirable 

behavior.  However, remote punishment is preferred.  Remote punishment consists of using something that appears 

unconnected to the punisher to stop the problem behavior.  Examples include using spray bottles, throwing objects in 

the direction of the kitten to startle (but not hit) it, and making loud noises.  Remote punishment is preferred because 

the kitten associates punishment with the undesirable act and not with you. 

 

How do I insure that my kitten is well socialized? 
 

The Socialization Period for cats is between 2 and 12 weeks of age.  During that time, the kitten is very 

impressionable to social influences.  If it has good experiences with men, women, children, dogs, other cats, etc., it is 

likely to accept them throughout life.  If the experiences are absent or unpleasant, it may become apprehensive or 

adverse to any of them.  Therefore, during the period of socialization, we encourage you to expose your cat to as 

many types of social events and influences as possible. 



 

Can you recommend something for pet identification? 
 

The latest in pet retrieval is microchipping.  This tiny device is implanted with a needle so the process is much like 

getting an injection.  Our scanner can detect these chips; humane societies and animal shelters across the country also 

have scanners.  A national registry permits the return of microchipped pets throughout the United States and Canada.  

We recommend it. 


